Book Club Discussion Questions:


Which of the characters in the gritty little tourist town would you most like to sit next to at a bar?  Which character did you relate to the most? Why?

Which story entertained you/moved you/surprised you the most? Why? Which will stick with you the longest?

What was the main message of the book and how did it impact you?

Did the book change your opinion about anything, or did you learn something new?

In what ways did the author’s writing style contribute to the impact of the stories?

The story “Critters” asserts that people in bars talk about animals. What do you and your friends talk about in coffee shops or bars?

When speaking in a language not their mother tongue, André, Patricia, and the author all use language in—let’s call it creative—creative ways. What are your own experiences of trying to communicate in another language?

Patricia’s father said that a person is not well-educated without being able to speak five languages beyond their mother tongue. Do you think there is value in learning other languages? How so?

The local residents of Coco are experiencing both loss and gain through the development. Are there changes in your own community caused by people moving in or out? What are your reflections on this experience?

Have you ever been to Costa Rica? How were your experiences like and unlike the author’s?

Who is the most memorable character you have met on your travels?

Have you ever lived in another country or considered it? Why or why not?


